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Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Information Packet 

 

The person who files a civil lawsuit (plaintiff) must include the ADR Information Packet with 

the complaint when serving the defendant.  Cross complainants must serve the ADR Information 

Packet on any new parties named to the action. 

The Court strongly encourages the parties to use some form of ADR before proceeding to trial.  

You may choose ADR by: 

 *Indicating your preference on Case Management Statement form CM-110; 

 *Filing the Stipulation and Order to Participate in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)     

   local court form Sup Crt 441; or 

 *Agree to ADR at your initial Case Management Conference. 

Questions?  Call (209) 992-5693 and ask for the ADR Clerk,  

email at adr@sjcourts.org  or visit the court website at www.sjcourts.org 

What is Alternative Dispute Resolution? 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) is the general term applied to a wide variety of dispute resolution 

processes which are alternatives to lawsuits.  Trained impartial persons, called ‘neutrals’, resolve disputes or 

help parties resolve disputes without having to go to court.  The most common forms of ADR are mediation 

and arbitration.  There are several other types of ADR such as case evaluation, conciliations, settlement 

conferences, fact finding, mini-trials and summary jury trials.  It is important to find the type or types of 

ADR that are most likely to resolve your dispute. 

What are the Advantages of using ADR? 

 Faster – Litigation can take years to complete but ADR usually takes weeks or months. 

 Cheaper – Parties can save on attorney’s fees and litigation costs. 

 More control and flexibility – Parties choose the ADR process appropriate for their case. 

 Cooperative and less stressful – In mediation, parties cooperate to find a mutually 

agreeable resolution. 

 Preserve Relationships – A mediator can help you effectively communicate your 

interests and point of view to the other side.  This is an important benefit when you want 

to preserve a relationship. 

mailto:adr@sjcourts.org
http://www.sjcourts.org/
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What is the Disadvantage of using ADR? 

 You may go to court anyway – If you cannot resolve your dispute using ADR, you may 

still have to spend time and money resolving your lawsuit through the courts. 

 Cost – The neutral may charge a fee for their services. 

 Timelines – Lawsuits must be brought within specified periods of time, known as statutes 

of limitation.  Parties must be careful not to let a statute of limitations run out while a 

dispute is in and ADR process. 

What ADR options are available? 

 Mediation – The Civil Mediation Program is a voluntary court-connected program 

designed to deliver high-quality affordable mediation services to attorneys and litigants in 

all general civil cases.  Mediation gives litigants a voice in settlement decisions and 

thereby allows them to play a more direct role in managing the outcome of their own 

case.  The Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin, is pleased to offer this 

important and valuable option for resolution of litigation. 

 Mediation is an informal, confidential, flexible and non-binding process which a 

neutral person (mediator) helps the parties to understand the interest of everyone 

involved, and their practical and legal choices.  The mediator does not decide the 

dispute, but helps the parties communicate so they can try to settle the dispute 

themselves.  Mediation leaves control of the outcome with the parties. 

 Mediators are experienced attorneys who have completed a Court-approved 

formal mediation training program.  A copy of the Civil Mediation Program 

Panelist is available on the court website at www.sjcourts.org 

See Local Rule 3-123 for additional Civil Mediation Program information. 

 

 Arbitration – A neutral person (arbitrator) hears arguments and evidence from each side 

and makes a decision (award) to resolve the dispute.  Arbitration normally is more 

informal and much speedier and less expensive than a lawsuit. 

 Judicial Arbitration Program (non-binding):  The judge can refer a case or the 

parties can agree to use judicial arbitration.  The parties select an arbitrator from a 

list provided by the court.  If the parties cannot agree on an arbitrator, one will be 

assigned by the court.  The arbitrator must send the decision (award of the 

arbitrator) to the court.  The parties have the right to reject the award and proceed 

to trial.  See Local Rule 3-122 for additional Judicial Arbitration information. 

 Private Arbitration (binding and non-binding):  Occurs when parties involved in 

a dispute either agree or are contractually obligated. This option takes place 

outside of the courts and is normally binding meaning the arbitrator’s decision is 

final.  

 

 Additional Information regarding San Joaquin County Superior Court’s ADR programs 

is available on the Court’s website at www.sjcourts.org  

http://www.sjcourts.org/
http://www.sjcourts.org/












. 

STIPULATION AND ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) 
 

 

Pursuant to California Rules of Court §3.726 the parties stipulate that all claims pursuant in this action shall be 
submitted to (select one): 

STIPULATION AND ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) 
  Sup Crt 441 (6/09) 

Voluntary Mediation 

Non-Binding Judicial Arbitration CCP 1141.12 

Binding Arbitration (private) 

Other (specify): 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 

Case Type: __________________________________________ 

Is the Neutral you selected listed on the Court’s Panel of Mediators?    Yes     No 

Neutral’s name and telephone number: ____________________________________/(_______)__________________ 

Date/Time of ADR Session: ____________/________a.m./p.m.    Location of ADR Session:_____________________ 

Identify by name ALL individuals (litigants and attorneys) who will attend the ADR session: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Attorneys signing on behalf of their client(s) have been given the authority to stipulate to ADR.  Original signatures required. 
 

_____________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Type or print name of Party without attorney Attorney for       (Signature) 

Plaintiff/Petitioner Defendant/Respondent     Attorney or Party without attorney
 
_____________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Type or print name of Party without attorney Attorney for       (Signature) 

Plaintiff/Petitioner Defendant/Respondent     Attorney or Party without attorney
 
_____________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Type or print name of Party without attorney Attorney for       (Signature) 

Plaintiff/Petitioner Defendant/Respondent     Attorney or Party without attorney
 
_____________________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Type or print name of Party without attorney Attorney for       (Signature) 

Plaintiff/Petitioner Defendant/Respondent     Attorney or Party without attorney
 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED:  Dated:________________     _________________________________________________ 
         Judge of the Superior Court  
 
 
An ADR Review Hearing is scheduled for __________________at __________a.m/p.m. in Dept. No. ________. 
 
In the event that the case is resolved and a dismissal-entire action, a notice of settlement or judgment is on file 5 
days before the hearing, the ADR Hearing will be dropped and all appearances will be excused. 

ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, State Bar number, and address): 
 
 
 
 
              TELEPHONE NO.:                                                        FAX NO.: 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS (Optional): 
 

    ATTORNEY FOR (Name): 
 

 

S  
UPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN 
LODI Branch         MANTECA Branch        TRACY Branch      STOCKTON Branch 

    315 W. Elm St.           315 E. Center St.                475 E. 10th St.             222 E. Weber Ave. 
    Lodi, CA 95240         Manteca, CA 95336             Tracy, CA 95376        Stockton, CA 95202 
 

Plaintiff(s)/Petitioner(s): 
 

 
COURT USE ONLY 

Defendant(s)/Respondent(s): 
 

CASE NUMBER: 
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