
I n the early m o n ths of our com m unity -focused planning program  
w h ic h  b e g a n  in February of 1999, we committed to focusing our 

outreach efforts on our youth.  O u r youth represent the citizens of 
tom o rrow  a n d  w e  felt w e  c o u ld have a positive im p a c t on their d e-
velopm e n t.  C o n s istent w ith this com m itm e n t, we created our 
“Courtroom  to the Schoolroom ” program .  
 
Courtroom  to Schoolroom  c o n s ists of four com p o n e n ts: our Clas s-
room  S p e a k e r  P r o g r a m , Courthouse Tours Program , F irst Im p re s-
sions Program , and Youth M e n toring Program .  T h e  following 
repre sents our report card for October 1999 to June 2000.  
 
UUC L A S S R O O M  S P E A K E R  P R O G R A M  - Four program s  w e re 
developed for presentation  to M iddle and High School Students.  
They are listed below along with the total number of presentations 
m a d e  b e t w e e n  O c t o b e r  o f 1999 and the end of the traditional 
school year in June 2000.  Also listed is the total num ber of Career 
Day presentations we m ade during the school year.  
 
W h ile w e  d id not count the actual number of students in each 
c lass, using a conservative num ber of 25 students per class, we 
estim a t e  w e  m a d e  p resentations to 2,925 students. 
 
•The Courts as the Third Branch of Governm e n t and the Im po r-

tance of Jury Service - 42 presentations 
 
•C o m m o n  Issues for Youthful Drivers, Traffic Laws and Penalties - 

24 presentations 
 
•J u ve n i l e  L a w  a n d  Y o u  - 7 presentations 
 
•F a m ily Law  a n d  Y o u  - 2 presentations 
 
•C a r e e r  D a y s  - 42 presentations 
 
UUC O U R T H O U S E  T O U R S  - O u r Courthouse Tours program  i n-
c ludes a tour of the courthouse and an opportunity to watch actual 
court proceedings.  The highlight of the tour is a presentati o n  b y  a  
judge and the judge’s staff.  The judge and staff discuss their jobs 
and their career paths.  The goal is to provide stu dents with real life 
inform a tion about what happens in court and open their eyes to 
career opportunities which m a y  n o t have been previously consi d-
ered. 
 

During the school year, 14 classes or groups consisting of 515 
stu dents experienced a tour.  The Court thanks the County Bar 
Foundation for their donation of $2,000 to be used to pay the 
transportation costs of future field trips.  
 
UUFIRST IM P R E S S IO N S  - M o d e led after the Los Angeles M u n ic i-
pal Court’s award winning First Im p ressions Program , our pr o-
gram  w a s  d e s igned for fifth graders and designed to target st u-
dents in areas where youth are likely to develop negative im p re s-
sions of the justice system  e a rly in life.  The goals were to give 
them  access to a quality education about the justice system  a n d  
nonviolent dispute resolution, to expose them  to justice system  
personnel, and to develop within them  p o s itive im p ressions ab out 
the justice system . 
 
In this pilot year, w e  c o llaborated with the Stockton Unified School 
D istrict to select three fifth grade classes in three separate SUSD 
schools: Garfield Elem e n tary, M a rtin Luther King, Jr. Elem e n tary, 
a n d  C o m m o d o r e  S k ills School.   A team  c o n s isting of a judge, a 
deputy district attorney, and a deputy public defender taught five 
to seven classes.  These classes consisted of age and grade 
level appropriate exercises developed by the Los Angeles based 
C o n s titutional Rights Foundation  a n d  m o d ified to be consistent 
w ith the California Curriculum  S tandards.  The highlight of the pr o-
gram  w a s  a  trip to the courthouse and a m ock trial done by each 
c lass involving the prosecution of Big Bad W o lf for the death of  
tw o  o f the three Pig brothers.  
 
T h is program  reached 80 students, and was very well received by 
the students and their teachers .  The students wished they could 
h a v e  h a d  m o re classes, and each teacher praised the program  
and is ready to do it again.  W e  p lan to double the size of the pr o-
gram  n e x t year by doing three classes in the Fall of 2000, and 
three m o re in the beginning of 2001. 
 
The Court thanks the teachers of each class: Nita Burton of G a r-
field Elem entary, Valerie Standridge of M a rtin Luther King, Jr. Ele-
m entary, and M ichael Gake of Stockton Comm odore Skills School 
for their participation in and support of the program .  T h e  C o u rt 
also thanks Deputy District Attorneys, Gus Barrera, Leslie M a rtin, 
and Xapuri Villapudua and Deputy Public  D e fenders Jennifer Pe r-
kins and  Elvira Lua and form e r Deputy Public Defender Danielle 
R a m irez (N o w  D e p u ty C o u n ty C o u n s e l) for their enthusiastic sup-
port and comm itm e n t to the program .  Linda Luna, a curriculum  
specialist at SUSD, m o d ified the program  to fit into the C a liforni a 
Curriculum  S tandards voluntarily. She deserves special com m e n-
dation.  Finally, Carl Toliver, Associate Superintendent at SUSD, 
has been extrem ely supportive to all of our program s and his fo r-
ward thinking philosophy is a great asset to SUSD’s students.  
 
UUS U M M E R  Y O U T H  M E N T O R IN G  P R O G R A M  - T h is sum m e r, 
the Superior Court, the District Attorney’s O ffice, the Public D e-
fender’s O ffice, and two private attorneys, Kevin Ford and Jeff 
S ilvia, w ill participate in the Court’s Sum m e r Youth M entoring Pro-
gram .   
                 
16 students have signed up for this service learning experience.  
T h is four week program  w ill b e  h e ld during the first  part of the 
su m m e r.  It is designed to provide high school  juniors and se n-
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iors with first-hand insight into the judicial system , an opportunity to 
work in a professional environm e n t, and m entoring by justice sy s-
tem  p rofessionals.  Judges, court staff, and attorneys will provide 
the work sites and m e n toring for the students. 
 
UUP A R T IC IPATIN G  S C H O O L S  - W e  s e n t letters advertising our 
program s to the principal of each  m iddle school and high school, 
both public and p rivate, w ithin San Joaquin County in M a y  o f 1999 
and again in Septem ber of 1999.  An article was published in 
“O u tlook,” the m o n thly publication of the San Joaquin County O f-
fice of Education.  “O u tlook” is received by every teacher in the 
C o u n ty.  Various articles were written in local newspapers concer n-
ing our efforts as well.  W e  a lso engaged in personal follow -u p  d is-
cussion with principals, teachers, and counselors who expressed 
interest. 
 
T h e  following schools took advantage of our Courtroom  to Schoo l-
room  P rogram s this past year.   If your child’s school is not listed, 
its not because we turned your school down.  Rather, it is  b e c a u s e  
they did not contact us.  You m ight m e n tion our program s to your 
child’s educators.  If they reach out to us, we will b e happy to try to 
a c c o m m o d a te their requests. 
 

Annunciation School 
B e a r  C r e e k  H ig h  S c h o o l 

C a lifornia Youth Authority - O .H . C los e  
C a lifornia Youth Authority - Karl Holton  

C a r d e n  S c h o o l 
C h ildren's H o m e  o f S tockton  

C lover M id d l e  S c h o o l 
C o m m o d o re Skills Scho ols 

E d ison High School 
Franklin High School 

Frem ont M iddle School 
G a rfield Elem entary School 

G o lden Valley School 
G o ld e n  W e s t S c h o o l 

H a fley Elem entary School 

H a m ilton M id d le  S c h o o l 
H o m e  S c h o o ling C o m m u n ity  

Jefferson School 
M a rtin Luther King, Jr. Elem e n tary School 

August Knodt School 
L incoln High School 

Lindberg Educational Center 
Linden High School 

M a rshall M id d le  S c h o o l 
Leroy Nichols School 

R ipon Christian Hig h  S c h o o l 
S a n  J o a q u i n  C o u n t y  C o m m u n ity S c h o o l 

S t. M a ry’s H i g h  S c h o o l 
S t a g g  H i g h  S c h o o l 
W a terloo School 
W a v e r l y  S c h o o l 

W e b s ter M iddle School 
W e s t H i g h  S c h o o l 

W illow  S c h o o l 
J o h n  R . W illiam s M id d le  S c h o o l 

Z ion M iddle School 
 

UUFIRST - Y E A R  G R A D E S  - O u r  g o a l  w a s to put in place all four 
c o m p o n e n ts of our Courtroom  to Schoolroom  P rogram  d u ring this 
first year.  W e  a c h ieved our goal, but surpassed our expectations.  
O ver 3,500 youth from  36 schools and educational program s 
have been reached by our program s in this  first year.  W e  a re  
pleased to provide this service to our com m unity and look forward 
to doing m o re in the years to com e .  
 
UUC O N T A C T IN G  T H E  C O U R T  - Teachers or adm inistrators 
s e e king to schedule a Courtroom  to Schoolroom  p rogram  s h o u ld 
contact Deputy Court Adm inistrator Annette Kirby at 468 -2822 or  
annette.kirby@ courts.san-joaquin.ca.us           
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