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SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY COURTS EXPECTS TO REDUCE SERVICES  
IN LIGHT OF FURTHER BUDGET CUTS 

 
 

The budget passed in Sacramento this week dealt a crippling blow to the courts. An 

additional $150 million was taken from the trial courts and $300 million from court construction 

funds in spite of strenuous opposition by court leaders. 

 Last week, Judicial Branch leaders issued a letter to Governor Jerry Brown, Senators, and 

Assembly Members to make known their “strong and unified opposition to any further 

legislative efforts to direct additional budget reductions to California’s 58 trial courts.”  The 

letter was signed by six administrative presiding justices of the California Courts of Appeal, 

along with the presiding judges and court executive officers of all 58 trial courts in the state. 

 The letter came after both houses of the legislature passed a budget that called for an 

additional $150 million cut from the trial courts.  The letter states that “this is the third 

consecutive year of crippling budget reductions to the judicial branch…the proposal to take an 

additional $150 million cut from the trial courts was and will be unsupportable.  The branch 

represents approximately 2.88% of the state budget, yet the reductions and other budget 

solutions of $790 million proposed for this year along represent 3.5% of the State’s budget 

solution.  In March, the branch willingly concurred with a $200 million cut. Several weeks ago 

the governor vetoed a budget plan which included additional cuts but this week approved a 

budget which included the additional cuts.  

 Presiding Judge Robin Appel, who also signed the letter said, “The courts in San Joaquin 

County have historically been underfunded and under resourced.  Further reductions to the courts 



will negatively impact our ability to dispense fair and equal justice to the citizens of our county.  

The bottom line is that the public will be left with an inadequate system of justice to rely on.”   

With the additional cuts on top of the $200 million cut already taken for this fiscal year, 

court leaders forewarn the Governor and legislature of the catastrophic consequences that will 

follow, including the closure of clerk’s offices and courtrooms, public counter and courtroom 

hours will be reduced, and the possibility that entire caseloads may not be heard as all resources 

will need to be focused on criminal and juvenile proceedings, which are high priority.  The letter 

declares that “the public will experience longer lines, backlogs in processing filings and judicial 

orders, and significant encroachment on due process rights of defendants as interpreters become 

less available and other courtroom support services are sharply diminished.  These are but a few 

known impacts to the public if additional cuts are made to the judiciary.” 

Specifically in San Joaquin County, the presiding judge warns that court will not be able 

to maintain the level of service it has provided to the public. Changes as a result of further 

funding reductions are anticipated to include the closing of the entire Tracy court branch of the 

courts, the elimination of one of the Lodi courts leaving the remaining court open to handle only 

in-custody criminal matters, the elimination of certain case types including small claims 

hearings, fish and game hearings, and possibly civil cases. The clerk’s office hours were reduced 

last year as a result of budget cuts and even shorter hours for public access is anticipated. Judge 

Appel stated “It is almost incomprehensible that an entire branch of government is being forced 

to eliminate the basic fundamental right of people to have access to the courts to address their 

grievances”. She urges the public to contact their local legislators to voice their strong opposition 

to the draconian cuts to the judicial branch of government and in particular to the severely 

underfunded courts in San Joaquin County.  
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(See attached letter) 


















